August 13, 1980
NUMBER 1338. 5

Department of Defense Directive "™

SUBJECT: Armed Forces O othing Mnetary Allowance Policy

References : (a) DoD Directive 1338.5, “Arnmed Forces C othing Mnetary

Al [ owance Policies and Regulations, " Cctober 14, 1976
(hereby cancel ed)

(b) Title 37, United States Code, Section 418

(c) Executive Oder 10113, “De legat ing the Authority of
the President to Prescribe Cothing Alowances , and
Cash “All owances In Lieu Thereof, for Enlisted Men
in the Armed Forces,” February 24, 1950

A REI SSUANCE AND PURPOSE

This Directive reissues reference (a) to reflect current policy on
the Armed Forces clothing nonetary allowances.

B. APPLICABILITY

The provisions of this Directive apply to the Ofice of the Secretary
of Defense and to the MIlitary Departments (including their National Cuard
and reserve conponents). As used herein, the term “Mlitary Services”
refers to the Arny, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps.

C. AUTHORITY

Reference (b) states that the President may prescribe the quantity
and kind of clothing to be furnished annually to an enlisted nmenber of
the Armed Forces, and nay prescribe the anobunt of cash allowance to be
paid to a nmenber if clothing is not furnished. This authority was
delegated to the Secretary of Defense by reference (c).

D.  PQLICY

1. It is the policy of the Departnent of Defense that a uniform
system of providing individual clothing be maintained for the enlisted
personnel of the Arnmed Forces. Quantities and itens of individual clothing
to be furnished shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Mlitary Depart -
ment concerned, with the approval of the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and Logistics) (ASD(MRA&L)).

2. Aninitial clothing allowance shall be furnished each enlistee
upon first enlistnent or induction into the Arned Forces.

3. A basic cash clothing maintenance all owance shall be paid to
each enlisted person after the first 6 nonths of service and continue
during the remainder of the first 3 years of continuous active duty.
This allowance is 70 percent of the standard cash cl ot hing nai ntenance
al | owance.



4, A standard cash clothing Oaintenance allowance shall be paid to each
enlistee after 3 years of active duty. The maintenance all owances are to
provide sufficient funds, over a period of tine, for replacenent of required
items of clothing that are prescribed for wear by the respective Service
Secretaries. They are not intended to cover the cost of repair, dry cleaning,
or laundering of clothing.

5. The basic and standard al |l owances shall be based on current Defense
Logi stics Agency (DLA) prices and the estinmated useful life of required

clothing. Itenms not uniquely mlitary and exercise itens issued primarily for
use during initial training shall be excluded fromthe maintenance all owance
conputations. Itens not uniquely mlitary represent costs that would be

i ncurred whether or not enlisted personnel were required to wear a mlitary
uniform such as underwear, handkerchiefs, and towels.

6. Enlisted personnel upon assignnment to a tour of duty or attainment of
a status that requires the we&aring of individual uniformclothing (other than
special dress uniforns) different fromthat of the unifornms customarily required
for the majority of enlisted personnel of the same Mlitary Service nmay be
authorized a special initial clothing allowance. It shall be authorized only
once during any period of continuous active duty.

7. Enlisted personnel nmay be authorized a supplenental clothing allowance
when they are assigned to duty wherein they are required to have, for the
performance of such duty, additional quantities or special items of individual
uniformclothing not nornmally required for the ajority of enlisted personnel
in the same Mlitary Service. The supplenmentary clothing allowance is in
addition to any other clothing allowance that the enlisted person nay otherw se
be authori zed.

8. Enlisted personnel who are required by conpetent authority to wear
civilian clothing in the performance of official duty may be authorized an
initial allowance for civilian clothing.

9. Special purpose individual clothing required for support of personnel
in the acconplishment of assigned duties shall be carried as organizational
i ssue. Organi zational clothing includes special distinctive uniforns such as
those required for Mlitary Service bands or nmounted troops. No nonetary
credits or paynents are provided to enlisted personnel for obtaining or
replacing these itens since they are furnished under the issue-in-kind system

E. RESPONSI Bl LI Tl ES

1. The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and
Logi stics) shall:

a. Serve as the focal point on all matters concerning Armed Forces
clothing nonetary allowances.

b. Issue and nmaintain a DoD Instruction that provides procedures
whereby enlisted personnel of the Armed Forces are furnished an initial issue
of individual uniformclothing adequate for the performance of their assigned
duties, and a nonthly allowance for thelaintenance of the initial issue.
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c. Annually, not later than Cctober 1, in coordination with the
Assi stant Secretary of Defense (Conptroller) (ASD(C)), prescribe initial
al | owances against which initial issues are debited, and thereafter, a cash
mai nt enance allowance for initial clothing replacenent. (This allowance shall
be paid nonthly under regulations prescribed by each Mlitary Service.)

2. The Director, Defense Logistics Agency, shall establish prices for the
i ndividual itenms of clothing prescribed by the Service Secretaries. An item
i zed list of prescribed clothing reflecting DLA prices shall be provided to
t he ASD(C), ASD(MRA&L), and the appropriate Service Secretaries during the
first week in Decenber prior to the beginning of the fiscal year. Under nornal
circumstances, the DLA prices shall remain firmthrough the year to which the
clothing allowances pertain. Any additions or substitutions to the Mlitary
Service requirement subsequent to Decenber-shall be-priced by DLA, using the
best estimates available at the time the change is nade.

3, The Secretaries of the Mlitary Departments shall provide proposed
annual changes to their clothing allowances to ASD(MRA&L) not |ater than July
1 prior to the beginning of the fiscal year, based upon adjustments in author-
i zed clothing items priced at DLA rates.

F. EFFECTI VE DATE AND | MPLEMENTATI ON

This Directive is effective Qctober 1, 1980. Forward two copies of inple-
menting docunents to the Assistant Secretary of Defense [ Manpower, Reserve

Affairs, and Logistics) within 120 days.

W. G aham Claytor, Jr.
Deputy Secretary of Defense



